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Boat Review:  Roger Hill 14m semi-displacement powercat

BIRD of PREY
Ørnen’s Australian owners cannot wait to cruise their new boat up and down 

the New South Wales Coast. John Eichelsheim took a sneak peek at Roger 

Hill’s latest design, just after her launch from Alloy Cats in Tauranga.



 P U B L I S H E D  I N  B O A T I N G  N E W  Z E A L A N D  A U G U S T  2 0 0 9   P H O T O S  B Y  M I K E  H U N T E R

to spend. 

With 30 years of experience in a number 

of boats, Ørnen’s owner was confident he 

wanted a power catamaran as his next boat 

for reasons of volume, comfort and stability. 

He was also keen on an aluminium-hulled 

boat. He was familiar with Hill’s work through 

boat reviews in various magazines and took 

the opportunity to meet the Auckland-based 

designer and go aboard a similar sized Roger 

Hill cat at the Sanctuary Cove Boat Show in 

Queensland last year. 

That set the ball rolling, and once he was 

satisfied with Hill’s choice of builder, he 

worked with Hill on detail and layout changes, 

contracts were signed and the project kicked 

into gear.

“I was unfamiliar with the builder [Willie 

Torbet], but a visit to Sydney to inspect a 10m 

boat he’d built reassured me. The standard of 

workmanship was impressive, so my wife and I 

decided to go ahead with the boat,” the owner 

said. 

Ørnen had to come in at around $NZ1 

million (the addition of a genset, air-condition-

ing and teak took it a little over that amount), a 

relatively modest budget for a 14m twin-engine 

t comes as no surprise that the latest 

Roger Hill powercat, Ørnen – a 14m 

semi-displacement model – is headed 

across the ditch to Australia.

Australians have long understood the 

advantages of powercat designs, with their 

unmatched volume and stability for a given 

length, along with good performance and 

economy.

Ørnen (Danish/Norwegian for ‘sea eagle’) 

is bound for the New South Wales coal town 

of Newcastle but her owner expects to cruise 

her up and down the coast, including some 

long-range expeditions to Australia’s tropical 

north. A fuel capacity of 2600 litres allows a 

1000nm-plus range at displacement speed and 

over 600nm at 18 knots. 

Ørnen is an interesting boat for many 

reasons. Combining aluminium hulls and decks 

with a fibreglass superstructure, she is not a 

new departure for designer Hill – Willie Torbet 

and his small team at

Alloy Cats in Tauranga have built 11 boats to 

Hill’s designs, 10 of them with composite tops. 

Alloy Cats has evolved highly efficient pro-

cesses, which Torbet claims sets it apart from 

many other alloy boatbuilders, reflected in 

Ørnen’s short build period of just eight months 

and the fine quality of the finished article. 

Ørnen’s unpainted, clear-coated hulls are 

unfaired – there’s no bog anywhere, according 

to Torbet – but they’re as straight and blemish-

free as you could wish for.

“We rely on our trade skills and experience 

to minimise distortion during the construction 

process, and we’ve developed techniques to 

ensure the best possible result in aluminium. 

The addition of a composite top has also 

helped the look of the boat and its overall level 

of finish,” Torbet explained.

The superstructure includes the flybridge 

and upper aft deck, which extends all the way 

back over the cockpit to provide rain and sun 

protection. Tauranga fibreglass specialists 

Hutchinsons are responsible for the fibreglass, 

plywood and foam composite superstructure, 

which is bonded to the alloy hull and decks 

using fastenings and adhesive. The fit is all but 

perfect.

Design brief
Hill’s brief was reasonably challenging. 

Ørnen’s owner was quite specific about his 

requirements and also how much he wanted 

The spacious, well-equipped galley is a good example of Ørnen’s simple, practical interior 
layout with its emphasis on durable, easy-clean surfaces and materials




